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October 23, 2020

Thank you for subscribing to my weekly newsletter. Below you will find important federal, state and local
updates from the last week curated for you in one place.

This week, Governor Abbott and the Texas Education Agency announced a a new program, the
Supplementary Special Education Services (SSES), that will connect eligible students who have severe
cognitive disabilities with addition support for the critical services they need. As somebody who has dealt
with dyslexia and dysgraphia, I know that it is more important now than ever, especially given the current
circumstances students find themselves in, that these most vulnerable students have the resources and
services they need to continue their education. I am very proud of the hard work school districts continue
to do and for their huge part of making this program a reality. The SSES is, of course, not a finish line. I
am eager to continue working for these families and all of Texas' students in the coming legislative
session.

Early voting for the General Election will continue through October 30, 2020. Record numbers of early
vote ballots have been cast across the country, and Texas leads the nation in the number of early ballots
cast. I am continuing to encourage all those who are eligible to vote, and urge you to call on your family
and friends to do the same!

Should you have any questions about the information below, please do not hesitate to contact us. Please
utilize email communication with our office during this time, via the email contact information at the
bottom of this newsletter.

Sincerely,

 ​  ​

State Updates

Gov. Abbott, TEA Establish Targeted Education
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Funds for Families of Students With Cognitive
Disabilities

Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) today announced the establishment of the
Supplementary Special Education Services (SSES) program to connect eligible students with severe
cognitive disabilities with additional support for the critical services they require. This student-centered
SSES program will help connect Texas families to high-quality, personalized services through a one-time
funding allocation that aims to help offset learning disruptions related to COVID-19. Qualifying families
will gain access to a targeted spending account to purchase services costing up to $1,500 dollars per
eligible student. 

Through this funding source, Texas families can purchase supplemental supports such as tutoring,
therapy, and digital resources through vendors approved and vetted by TEA. The purchased services are
intended to be supplementary and do not remove responsibility from Texas public school systems to
provide the educational services outlined in each eligible student’s Admission, Review, and Dismissal
(ARD) plan. 

Families of students enrolled in public school during the 2020-2021 school year that were enrolled during
the initial COVID-19 closures in Spring 2020 and have been identified as having a low incidence disability
will qualify. Nearly 59,000 students statewide are eligible to benefit from this new program. Participation
priority will be given to families receiving income assistance and/or families that have documented
financial need.

"This program is a win for Texas families and children with special education needs, many of whom have
endured education disruptions due to COVID-19," said Governor Abbott. "Education is vital to the future
of every Texas child, and every student is entitled to a high-quality education. The SSES program further
advances Texas’ mission to improve outcomes for students with disabilities. This innovative initiative
builds on the services that students are already receiving at school, and provides additional resources and
support at a pivotal moment in the lives of Texas families and their children."

DSHS: COVID-19 Case Dashboard





Putting Texas Back to Work Webinar

Welcome! You are invited to join a webinar: Putting...

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented challenges to the Texas workforce.
The Texas Workforce Commission, the statewide network of Workforce Development Boards, and
a wide array of industry and education organizations continue to ...

Read more
us02web.zoom.us

Upcoming Regional Flood Planning Group Meetings

Upcoming Regional Flood Planning Group Meetings

Schedules for the next Regional Flood Planning Group Meetings are listed in the table below.
Times and locations are subject to change, so please continue to check this web page for the most

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hW9yxA4vTQSTawcoZZ0PtA


current information. It is anticipated that the first...

Read more
www.twdb.texas.gov

Gov. Abbott, TEA Establish Targeted Education
Funds for Families of Students With Cognitive

Disabilities

Governor Abbott, TEA Establish Targeted Education Funds...

Governor Greg Abbott and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) today announced the establishment
of the Supplementary Special Education Services (SSES) program to connect eligible students
with severe cognitive disabilities with additional support for ...

Read more
gov.texas.gov

Speed and Driver Inattention Lead to Increase in
Traffic Crashes in Energy-Producing Areas in Texas

Traffic Crashes Increase In Energy-Producing Areas In Texas

AUSTIN ​-Last year, there were more than 205,000 crashes in counties defined as the Texas
Energy Sector by the Texas Railroad Commission, which includes large portions of West Texas,
South Texas and even extends into metropolitan areas like...

Read more
www.txdot.gov

City of Houston & Harris County Updates

Harris County Public Health Dashboard

https://www.twdb.texas.gov/flood/planning/regions/schedule.asp
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-tea-establish-targeted-education-funds-for-families-of-students-with-cognitive-disabilities
https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/media-center/statewide-news/013-2020.html


H.D. 127 Updates

IH 10 Main Lane & Frontage Road Impacts

In late August and mid-September, the Grand Parkway Infrastructure team successfully set bridge beams
for the new SH 99 bridge that will travel over IH 10 frontage roads and main lanes in Mont Belvieu. Over
the past few weeks, our team has been preparing for another critical activity, pouring concrete on the
bridge deck. This activity is scheduled to impact IH 10 main lanes and frontage roads this
coming Saturday, October 24 and Sunday, October 25. Below you will find details
regarding this weekend’s impact.







Capitol Office Closure

The Capitol office will remain closed in line with suggested Stay Home, Work Safe guidelines. Please
utilize email communication with our office during this time, via the email contact information at the
bottom of this newsletter or district127.huberty@house.texas.gov.
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